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Mini-Objective 6(D):  Investigate and compare economic and environmental impacts of using various energy sources such as rechargeable or disposable batteries and solar cells..
THE BARE MINIMUM
Energy Sources
· renewable:  any resource that can be continually replaced

· non-renewable:  any resource that is used faster than can be replaced
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Renewable Resources



Non-renewable Resources
Advantages/Disadvantages of Various Energy Sources

There is no “perfect” energy solution. All options have both advantages and disadvantages in terms of economy and environment
	Energy Source
	Advantages
	Disadvantages

	coal
	inexpensive
	supply limited

pollution

	gas/oil
	efficient

easy to obtain
	supply limited

pollution

	nuclear
	extremely efficient

little pollution
	waste products

very expensive

safety issues

	wind
	fuel is free

no pollution
	unreliable

expensive equipment

	solar
	fuel is free

no pollution
	need sunny climate

expensive equipment


Batteries

· convert chemical energy to electrical energy

· rechargeable batteries – environmentally friendly, but expensive

· disposable batteries – harm the environment, but inexpensive
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